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NOTED BY. 




GRINDSTONE INDIAN RANCHERIA 

RESOLUTION NO, 17 


WHEREAS: The Grindstone Indian Rancher! a is a Federally 

recognized tribe , and 


WHEREAS: The Grindstone Indian Rancher la General Council 

at a duly called meeting, decided that it would 
be in the best interest of the tribe to establish 
a Executive Board to enact business on behalf of 
the General Council, effective immediately, and 


WHEREAS: The Executive^ Board will exist until February of 

1994, at the Tribal Elections, and 

WHEREAS: This Executive Board will consist of five (5) 

members, so 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tribal Council of 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria hereby, adopt this resolution 
at a duly called meeting on December 23, 1992, by a vote 
of / 7 For C) Against Q Abstain. 






Merle Fred, Tribal Secretary 
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P.O. Box 63 


Phone (916)368-5386 


Elk Creek, CA 95S39 


CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 


OF 

GRINDSTONE INDIAN RANCHER I A 
Glenn County, California 


Approved : Augus t 19 , 1971 


Revised in accordance with Amendments I, II 
and III adopted by the Grindstone Indian 
Rancheria on April 20, 1974, and approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior June 6, 1974* 


CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF 

GRINDSTONE INDIAN RANCHERIA 
GLENN COUNTY , CALIFORNIA 

PREAMBLE 

We* the people of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria in Glenn County* 
California, in order to establish a formal organization and promote 
our common welfare, do hereby adopt this constitution and bylaws. 


ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the Grindstone Indian Rancheria, 
hereinafter referred to as the "community* 11 


ARTICLE II - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria shall extend to 
all lands now or hereafter comprising the Grindstone Indian Rancheria. 


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 * Membership in the Grindstone Indian Rancheria shall 
consist of persons in the following categories: (1) Persons of 

at least one-fourth (1/4.) degree California Indian blood who on the 
effective date of this constitution hold valid assignments on the 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria and their spouses of not less than 
one -fourth (1/4) degree California Indian blood; (b) persons of not 
less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California Indian blood who here- 
after acquire valid assignments on the Grindstone Indian Rancheria 
and their spouses of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood; (c) any child of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree 
California Indian blood bom to a member of the Rancheria either 
before or after the effective date of this constitution, (d) persons 
otherwise eligible* 


Section 2 . No person shall be, a member of the Grindstone Indian 
Ranch eria who was a member of any tribe or band of Indians when 
its trust relationship with the Federal Government was terminated; 
who has been allotted on another reservation or on the public 
domain; who has relinquished in writing his right to membership on 
the Grindstone Indian Rancheria; or who is officially enrolled 
with or is recognized as a member of some other tribe or band of 
Indians* A ^recognized” member of another tribe or band of 
Indians is a person who has received a land-use assignment or has 
otherwise received benefits as a member of another reservation or 
rancher ia except through inheritance* 

Section 3 * The official membership roll shall be kept current at all 
t ime s , 

Section 4 * Except for persons already adopted, admission to membership 
through adoption shall be in accordance with an ordinance enacted by 
the governing body, such ordinance to become effective upon approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior, 


ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 , The governing body of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria 
shall be the general council which shall consist of all members who 
hold assignments on the rancheria and all other members who are 
' eighteen (18) years of age or holder. Each member of the general 

council is also a qualified voter. 

Section 2 . The general council shall elect by secret ballot a business 
committee consisting of a chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary- 
treasurer, The chairman and vice-chairman shall be members of the 
general council- The secretary-treasurer may or may not be a member 
of the general council. If the secretary-treasurer is not a general 
council member, he shall have no vote in the business committee. Such 
other committees may be appointed or elected as from time to time may 
be deemed necessary. 

Section 3 , Regular meetings of the general council shall be held on 
dates set by the business committee, with proper notice given to all 
general council members- Special meetings may be called by the 
chairman of the business committee, or by written petition of not 
less than fifty-one (51) percent of the general council membership, 
(1)** Seven (7) general council members shall constitute a quorum, and no 
elections or business shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 
Registration will not be necessary to vote in any election or business 
session, 
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1** As revised by Amendment I, approved April 20, 1974. 

3* As revised by Amendment III, approved April 20, 1974, 


ARTICLE V - ELECTIONS 


Section 1 . Officers of the business committee shall be elected every 
two years on the first Monday in February* beginning in February 
following the approval of this organizational document. Each term of 
office shall be for two years and until a successor is elected and 
installed. Any member twenty-one (21) years of age or older, if duly 
nominated and elected, has the right to hold office. Nominations 
shall be from the floor at a general council meeting* However, 
following approval of this organizational document the officers of 
the land committee as elected under the Assignment Ordinance adopted 
March 28, 1966, by members of the Grindstone Ranch eria shall serve as 
the business consnittee under this constitution until the first regular 
election is held as provided herein. 

Section 2 , The candidate receiving the highest number of votes for the 
respective offices shall be declared elected* In case an election 
results in a tie vote, the chairman shall order a new election for 
the office or offices in question, which election shall be held within 
thirty (30) days. The same candidates shall be voted upon in the 
second election. 

Section 3 , All elections of officers shall be conducted by the business 
committee, and voting will be by secret ballot, with the name of each 
candidate and the office he seeks shown thereon. Absentee ballots 
shall be furnished upon request to members who will be unable to 
attend the regular biennial election meeting, or the subsequent 
election meeting following a tie vote cast at the biennial election, 
in ample time for the ballots to be returned and included in the tally 
of ballots cast at the election meeting. 


ARTICLE VI - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 

Section 1 , If an officer shall die, or resign, the office shall be 
automatically vacated. Any office which is vacated shall be filled 
within thirty days of the date it becomes vacant by a special election 
at a general council meeting called for this purpose by the business 
committee unless such vacancy occurs within sixty (60) days of the 
regular biennial election. Such replacement officer shall serve the 
unexpired term of office. 

Section 2 , Not more than ten (10) days after receipt of a petition 
requesting the removal from office of an elected official, which 
petition shall set forth the specific reasons for which removal is 
sought and shall be signed by not less than fifty-one (51) percent of 
the voters, the business committee shall call a general council 
meeting to hear the charges against the official* It shall at the 
same time notify the accused in writing of the charges against him. 
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and of the date, hour and place* of the general council meeting at which 
time he may appear and answer those charges. After the accused has had 
full opportunity to be heard by the general council, a secret ballot 
vote of guilty or not guilty will be conducted. The decision of a 
majority of those present and voting shall govern, providing at least 
fifty-one (51) percent of those eligible to vote shall vote. If the 
official is found guilty by such vote, his office shall be automatically 
vacated and the general council shall proceed to nominate candidates 
and elect a replacement official who shall serve the unexpired term of 
office. Such general council meeting shall be held within thirty (30) 
days of the date that a valid petition for removal action is filed with 
the business committee. 

Section 3 . In neither of the elections provided for in this article 
shall absentee ballots be cast. 


ARTICLE VII - POWERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL AND THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Section 1 . The general council shall have the powers and responsibi- 
lities hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed upon 
such powers by the statutes of the United States or the State of 
California* 

(a) To consult, negotiate, contract or conclude agreements with 
Federal, State and local governments on activities which 
may affect the Grindstone Indian Ranch eria. 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing 

of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his authorized representative* >- 

(c) No sale, disposition, lease, encumbrance of tfibal lands, 

interest in lands or other tribal assets shall be made 
without the consent of the governing body of the 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria, * 

(d) To receive advice from and make recommendations to the 
Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of members of 
the Grindstone Indian Rancheria prior to the submission of 
such estimates to the Office of Management and Budget and 
to Congress* 

(e) To administer all lands and assets and manage all economic 
affairs and enterprises on unassigned lands of the 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria, 
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(f) To acquire property and to accept gifts* 

(g) To assess fees for payment of the expenses or to finance 
any project which is for the benefit of the members of 
the Grindstone Indian Rancheria as a whole. 

(h) To establish rules of procedure for the conduct of its 
affairs . 

Section 2 . The following powers shall be set forth in ordinances 
passed by the general council and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior or his authorized' representative. 

(a) To make assignments of rancheria land, which ordinance 
shall be submitted for approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior within thirty (30) days after the first election 
of officers held following the approval of this 
organizational document. 

(b) To prescribe rules and regulations governing loss of 
membership , 

Section 3 . The business committee shall have the following adminis- 
trative powers and duties, but shall not commit the Grindstone 
Indian Rancheria to any contract, lease or other arrangement unless 
it is so empowered by a duly enacted ordinance or resolution of the 
general council : 

(a) To promulgate all ordinances, resolutions or other 
enactments of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria. 

(b) To represent the members in all negotiations between the 
band and local, State and Federal Governments, their 
agencies and officers. 

(c) Faithfully advise the members of all aforementioned 
negotiations . 

Section 4 . Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Grindstone 
Indian Rancheria but not expressly referred to in this article shall 
not be lost by reason of their omission but may be exercised with 
the adoption of appropriate resolutions, ordinances, bylaws or 
amendments . 


ARTICLE VIII - BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1 . The protection guaranteed to persons by Title II of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (82 St at. 73) against actions of a tribe 
in the exercise of its powers of self-government shall apply to the 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria, its officers and all persons within its 
jurisdiction. 
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ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENT AND REVOCATION 


Section 1 + This constitution and bylaws may be amended by a majority 
vote of the general council at an election authorized for that purpose 
by the Secretary of the Interior provided at least thirty (30) percent 
(2)* of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election* Amendments to 
this constitution may be proposed by the majority vote of the general 
council * 

Section 2 * This constitution and bylaws may be revoked by a majority 
vote of the general council , but at least fifty-one (51) percent of 
all those members entitled' to vote must vote in such an election* 


BYLAWS OF THE GRINDSTONE INDIAN RANCHER LA 


ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 * Newly elected officers shall assume their respective 
offices and duties immediately upon being elected* 

Section 2 , The chairman of the business committee shall preside at 
all meetings of the general council and of the business committee, 
and shall execute on behalf of the ranch eria all contracts, leases 
or other documents approved by the general council* He shall have 
general supervision of all otherof f icers , employees and committees 
of the rancheria and see that their duties are properly performed* 

When neither the general council nor the business committee is in 
session, he shall be the official representative of the rancheria. 

Section 3 * The vice chairman shall assist the chairman when called 
on to do so, and in the absence of the chairman he shall have the 
duties of that officer* 

Section 4 * The secretary-treasurer shall keep the 'minutes of all 
meetings and shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and 
ordinances. Copies of all minutes, resolutions and ordinances shall 
be submitted by him to the Bureau of Indian Affairs as soon after 
enactment as possible* The secretary-treasurer shall carry out the 
financial directives of the general council, receive all local monies 
of the rancheria and keep an accurate account of the receipts and 
disbursements * Funds shall be deposited in the rancheria account 
in a local bank selected by the general council where depositors 1 
funds are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation* All 
disbursements shall be made by check in accordance with resolutions 
of the general council and shall be co-signed by the chairman or the 
vice chairman in the absence of the chairman. The secret ary-treasurer 
shall file a bond satisfactory to the general council and the 
Area Director when either are of the opinion sufficient funds have 
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2* As revised by Amendment II, approved April 20, 1974* 


) accumulated in the rancheria treasury. The general council shall 

authorize payment of the annual bond premium from the local rancheria 
funds* The secretary-treasurer shall give a financial report to the 
general council at each meeting, and all financial records shall be 
available for in sep action by any member of the Grindstone Indian 
Rancheria and by representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 


ARTICLE II - ADOPTION 

Section 1 . This constitution and bylaws, when adopted by a majority 
vote of the qualified voters of the Grindstone Indian Rancheria 
voting at an election authorized for that purpose by the Secretary 
of the Interior, provided that at least thirty (30) percent of 
those entitled to vote shall vote in such election, shall be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Interior for approval and, if approved, 
shall be effective from the date of such approval. 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS Of ’ ELECTION 


‘■tl 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the -r . , f\_ Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs on "/I -fry- UjL * 2.971, under delegated 

~J ? 

authority, the attached Constitution and Bylaws of Grindstone Indian 
Rancheria, Glenn County,' California, was submitted to the qualified 


voters of the rancheria and was on v '— ,/ 


, 1971, duly 


-rejected by 3 vote of V' - for » and 
election in which at least thirty (30) percent of the 


<r/ 




against, . in an 


(number) 

entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with the Indian 
Reorganization Act of June IS, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) i as amended by 
the Act of June 15,' 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 


V 


i 




Jii 




Chairman,: Election Board 


^Election Boafd Member 




Election Board Member 




■ 1 1 “■ .-i t : 
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APPROVAL 


t Harrison Loesch ’> 


n $s;$fanj , Secretary of the Interior of 


^ 3 . , > 


the United States of America, by virtue of the authority granted to 
me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as amended, do 
hereby approve the attached Constitution and Bylaws of Grindstone 
Indian Rancheria, Glenn County, California. 

Approval Recommended : 


DopuV?' l Affairs 







JL 




Kssisranf Secretary of the Interior 


Washington, D, C* 

Date: 1 3 1971 


